MIKE DEWINE
- - _ "GOVERNOR '
- : g . - STATE OF OHIO|

Executive Order 2020-01D

R Declarmg a State of Emergency 7 L.

WHEREAS COVID 19isa resplratory disease that can result in serious illness or death

is caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which is a new strain of coronavirus that had not been

previously identified in humans and can easily spread from person to person. The virus is spread

" between .individuals who are in close contact ‘with each othér (within about six feet) through
" respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes. It may be possible that -

individuals can get COVID-19. by touchmg a surface ot Ob_] ect that has the virus on it and then
touchmg their own mouth, nose or eyes and :

: _ WHEREAS currently, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) lists over
79 countries with confirmed cases of COVID-19. The CDC reports over 98,000 diagnosed cases
worldwide with 3,380 deaths reported worldw1de The €DC has announced 164 confirmed and _
: presumptlve positive cases, with eleven deaths reported from the dlsease in the United States
an , : .
- WHEREAS on January 23, 2020 the Oth Department of Health 1ssued a D1rector s
T ournal Entry makmg COVID- 19 a Class A reportable d1sease in Oth and

WHEREAS on: January 28 2020, the Oh10 Departtment of Health hosted the first
statew1de call with local health departments and healthcare provrders regardmg COVID- 19 and

: WHEREAS on January 30 2020 the Internat1onal Health Regulatlons Emergency
Committee of the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of COVID-19 a pubhc health
' 'emergency of mternatronal concern; and : .

: WHEREAS on January 31, 2020, Health and Human Servrces Secretary, Alex M. Azar -
*1I, ‘declared a public health emergency for the United States to aid the.nation’s healthcare
communlty in respondlng to COVID-19; and ,

o WHEREAS on February 1 2020, the Ohio Department of Health 1ssued a statew1de
Health Alert Network to provide local health departments and healthcare providers with updated
guldance for COVID 19 and rev1sed Person Under Investigation (PUI) criteria; and

WHEREAS on. February 3 2020, the Ohio Department of Health tramed over 140
personnel to staffa call center for COVID 19, 1n the event it was needed and ‘



" WHEREAS, on February 5 2020 'the—Ohio Departmient of Health began- updating and
notlfymg the med1a of the number of PUIs in Ohio every Tuesday and Thursday, and

WHEREAS on February 6 2020, the Oh10 Department of Health updated all agency

assistant directors and chlefs of staff on COVID-19. preparedness and status during the Governor S
' cablnet meeting; and e

o WHEREAS,  on February 7, 2020 the ‘Ohio Department of Health and the Ohro
Emergency Management Agency ‘met to conduct advance planmng for COVID- 19 and -

| WHEREAS on February 13, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health conducted a Pandemlc
- Tabletop Exercise w1th State agenc1es to rev1ew responsrve actions should there be a pandemlc in

' Ohro and

WHEREAS on February 14, 2020, the Ohio- Department of Health held a conference call
with health profess1onals across the state. The purpose of the call was to inform and engage the -

. healthcare community in Ohio. Presentations were provided by the Department of Health,
- Hamilton County Public Health and the Oth State Umver51ty, and -

WHEREAS, on February 27, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health and the Oh101
Emetgency Management Agency briefed the directors-of State agencies during the Governor’s
cabinet meeting regardmg preparedness and the potential act1vat10n of the Emergency Operations-

Center and

-

P

WHEREAS on February 28, 2020, the- "Governor DeWine, Health Director Update_.

COVID-19 Prevention and Preparedness Plan" was sent to a broad range of associations

representing healthcare, dental, long-term care, K-12 schools, colleges and universities, business,
pubhc tran31t faith-based orgamzatlons non-profit orgamzatlons and local governments and

‘ WHEREAS on: March 2 2020 the Ol’]lO Department of Health actlvated a Joint -

/ Information Center to coordinate COVID- 19 commumcatlons and

WHEREAS, on March 5, 2020, the Oth Department of Health hosted the Governor’s
Summit on COVID- 19 Preparedness a meeting with the Governor, cablnet agency drrectors local
~ health department commissioners, and their staff and- . « : :

WHEREAS on March 6, 2020 the Ohio Department of Health opened a call center to

answer questions from the public regardlng COVID 19; and

, WHEREAS, on March 09 2020, testing by the Department of Health conﬁrmed that
three-(3) patients were positive for COVID-19 in the State of Ohio, creating a potentially '

.~ dangerous condition which may affect the health, safety and welfare of citizens of Ohio; and
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‘ E WHEREAS on March 09,2020, the Ohio Emergency Management Agency actlvated the
Emergency Operations Center; and

WHEREAS in acco'rdance with Ohio Revised Code section 5502.22, this Executive Order
is necessary to-authorize previously-alerted state departments and agencres to prepare to respond
to thrs pubhc health emergency as needed -

NOW THEREFORE I Mlke DeWme Governor of the State of Oth by virtue of the
author1ty vested in me by the Constitution, the laws of this State and in accordance w1th Section
5 502 22 of'the Ohro Rev1sed Code_do hereby order and direct that:

l A state of emergency is declared for the ent1re State to protect the well- being of the
citizens of the Ohio from the dangerous effects of COVID-19, to justify the authorization -
_of personnel of State departments and a'gencies as are necessary, to coordinate the State
response to COVID-19, and to aSSlst in protectmg the lives, safety, and health of the
citizens of Qhio. . .

2. 1 hereby further request the Department of AdminiStrative Services and other
-departments and agencies of the State to suspend purchasing and contracting requirements
contained in Chapters 125 and 153 of the Revised Code, pursuant to Section 125.061 of
the Revised Code, during the period of the emergency for the Ohio Emergency
Management Agency and any other State agency participating in emergency assistance
“under this declaration, in order to procure any negessary resources or ‘supplies. to protect

¢ the health safety, and welfare of the citizens of Ohio.

.- 3. After consultatron with the appropr1ate medical experts the Department of Health shall
cteate and. require the use of diagnostic and treatment guldehnes and provrde those r
. guldellnes to health care prov1ders mstltutlons and providers. _

. : ‘ g ,

» 4. The Department of Health issue guldehnes for private busmesses regardlng approprlate
: work and travel restrlctlons if necessary , B
5. State agenc1_es shall develop and 1mplement prOcedures," including' suspending or,
~adopting temporary rules within an agency’s authority, consistent with.recommendations

from the Department of Health designed to prevent or alleviate this public health threat.

6. This Proclamation does not require the - 1mplementat10n of  the Department of
Administrative Services Directive HR-D-11. Accordingly, State employees’ obhgatwns to’
travel to and from work is not to be limited as a result of this proclamatlon

7. All crtrzens are urged to heed the advice of the Department of Health and other'
emergency officials regardlng thls public health emergency in order to protect the1r health
and safety ' :
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8. Persons who believe that they have been. subjeeted to excessive prices for essential
- consumer goods duting this public health emergency should contact the office of the Oth
Attorney General at 800-282-0515. : :

. I s1gned thls Exec‘utlve Order.on March 09, 2()20 in Columbus Ohio, and it shall take
effect immediately and remain in full force and effect until the emergency no longer exists, such
time to be determined by the Director of Health and the Executive Director of the'Emergency --
) Management Agency in consultation with the Governor, who will coordinate State response efforts -
- and terminate the emergency upon-the recommendation of approprlate ofﬁmals of the other

respondlng State departments and agencies. :

/

| R 7%4%5 }lw»

Mlke DeWme Governor

\ (())\( H //()l//{

- ATTEST:

Frank LaRo_se, ‘Secretary of State
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